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FOREWORD 



It is a truism of pedagogics that all leaching should 
proceed from the known to the unknown. This maxim 
is honoured only in the breach so far as the leaching of 
History in our schools is concerned. The pupils of I he 
Tan jure district begin their study of Indian Hitinry with 
the story of remote Mag ad ha and never hear of I he lown 
*f Tanjore OF of the glorious lioeof its rulers from the 
ancient Choi as lo the recent Maralh as. The reason of 
ihl* unsatisfaciory method of leaching is that no books 
have heed composed on the history of the Choi a nvan- 
tfalam bjr its sons,, so we 1 1 known today for their scholar- 
ship, intelligence and pvshfnlness but not patriotism. 

In England, local histories, histories of each small 
shire into which that Is land is subdivided, exist both on 
a small scale fit for school studenis and on a large scale 
fit for advanced scholars and. investigators. HisLuiiams 
in India rest content with compiling digests and cnitV- 
books regarding the history the whole of India and 
(save not yel attempted to endow the teaching of Indian 
HfSiorj with a sens* of reality by willing books on local 
hisloryr I am glad that Mr. K, K, Subramania Iyer has 
been so patriotic as to provide this history of his native 
di strict Jor the past two hundred years, when Marat ha 
Rajas ruled over Lt anti kept up the agelong Indian 
ideal of rulers who were scholars and patron* of scholars, 
anti artists and patrons of arJisis first, and soldiers and 
statesmen next. 

The book has cost the author much intensive research ; 
ho has had to study a great number of documents,, some 
manuscript material and rcujpy one of Ihc way books-, to 
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produce this pioneer work id Tanjorc history, There is 
nol. a village in the Tanjorc d le E ric t which dues nut pos- 
sess memorials of ihe Mara Eh a, Rajas in the shape of 
temples or dead forte or living thalhrama or Local Chari- 
table endowments: or other relics of Maratha rule. $uch 
as dcsceodants of sthoEarsor artists patronised by them. 
You cannot gel uway from tha memories of (he culture 
or charity of Marathi rulers, cycd though you travel to 
the confines of the Tanjoro Marathi realm. It La oh 
these i hat the reaching of History in the Tanjore disirfct 
should be based ; and, this book has been writien ho as 
to enable the intelligent teacher of history to lay well 
and truly [he foundations of historical studies in (he 
Tanjore district, 

P. T. Sit INTV AS A IYENGAR. 




PREFACE 



It was half a century ago that Mr, Hickey wrote his 
^anfvH -Vur:ii!.h-:i JH-ltzCipoiEify . Ie is ;t vttry meagre ac- 
count acid omirs altogether ih'e cultural activities of the 
Maratha period. In fact, ihtre was a renaissance rn 
gns and letters in' the Taojore cd«>Hry in I he seven- 
teenrh and the earlier decade*, of (he eighteenth centu- 
ries the full significance *f which has not been grasped 
by students of Souih India, n history. So, po apology is 
needed for placing ihta work before the reading public,, 
which deals In outline with (he political and cultural 
history of the epoch J6?i-|EJgA with the aid of all (he 
available materials. The suhjecL ^ fascinating tme to 
a native of the T^njore district, 

The long Marathi inscription in the Big temple at 
Tanjone has not been translated as yet. The author bail 
the second and relevant half of It translated for hint by 
a Moral hi gentleman of T&njore during has stay there. 
The author's i hanks art; due to hint The ihtie* of (he 
Rajas have been Liken from the En*crlp(idrt and cotiver- 
ted into the Chrisiiart era with the aid of Ike Ftiffitm 
E pScmen S. Fusee only the Saka and ryidic years without 
the other particular as to the month etc, are given in the 
inscription., it difficult to arrive a( thu enact Christian 
years, For sample, it is not easy (o say if the ride 
of Ekoji the founder ended In l6§3 uf i£!J 4 A, D. 

The author notes with regret that in spile of careful 
scrutiny, some errors have crept in. They have herd 
collected and corrected on a separate page at the end. 

Lastly, the author is highly indebted to the veteran 
scholar Mr. £\ T. Srinivasa Iyengar for his kind fore- 
word. 
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THE 

MARATHA RAJAS OF TANJORE 

flHAPTjLTl 1 

A GENERAL SURVEY 

For more than, two centuries, the land south of the 
TuttEJt bhadra was under one rule. The Vajayanagar 
empire was founded with ■ h e object of 
VJjayirrtfar *lT«tlne the southern expansion of the 
muiff Sultans With remarkable rapi- 

dity It spread its power throughout Ihe 
length and breadth of the southern end of :he Peninsula. 
The land hears- to (bis day thr marks of subjection in 
the many inscriptions of its conquerors and overlords 
from Kumars Kampano to Actiyuta The: 

empire reached bs zenith under Krishna Deva Raya, 
Three decades after the dealh of Krishna, the .grand 
empire which had held the Muhammadans at hay suc- 
cumbed to its united foes, and the greatest of the 
southern cities was utterly destroyed. The battle of 
Talikota 0 jb?) rang the dcalh-kncll of Hindu indepen- 
dence which had fled to the south for j sanctuary. 
Save for a promising but fleeting spell, of Niyaka and 
Mata I ha independence. South India was lust beyond 
recovery and the rule passed first to the Muslima and 
then to the English, fiimj-ee, Tan jure, Madura and 
Mysore, the feud miotic S of l he Vtisyinsgar Raj, became 
independent, but only to fat] a prey soon to Lite Deccan 
Sultans and the great Mnphala. Till 1676, however, the 
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shadowy Vijayanagnr emperor continued to exist, to 
be pi ci« d and heEp-ed by Si vail the great. Btil, none of 
his ol dl (ributaries who would have once deemed it a 
great privilege to carry his sandals was now so poor as 
to do him reverence. 

Of the fivs Baihmafn Saltans who made common cau&e 
against (he Hindu empire, only BLjapur and Goikonda 
had enough vitality (o expand southwards, 
_ _, Shahji Bhonsle, father of Sivaji and a 

VtkrwB>r Hijapur officer second in command to 

Cocamindfi R^ndullah Khan, made inroads into the 
decayed and dismembered Vlj&yanagar 
empire and cyuk u part of Mysore Ubjdj. Vellore and 
Gimgec, apparently for his master but doubtless with the 
object of providing for his sops, Tirumala Kay aka o-f 
Madura helped ShahjE in (he capture of Vellore 
and (.linger, and thus found Mtirfsdion in humiLiai- 
in.g hla Vijayanagar overlord- Weak and helpless, 

or helped only by the Nayak of TinjorC, the 

phantom emperor could not extinguish the spirit 
of independence in the Nayalfc of Madura or the 
Udaiyar of Mysore. The former, Tirumala (1623-1659},. 
did not scruple !□ invite the Muslim against his master, 
The Urfaiyar, expanding, alowly and unnoticed, had the 
Muslim at his gate as & dlvioe warning against disunion 
and selfishness. 

For treacherous intriguers there is only a change of 
masters, from King Log to King Stork. Shahji forced 
the Kayaks uf Madura and Tan jure to pay tribute 
(0 Bijapur. in l 66 $, a Bijopur army went aa far as 
Trie'll i no poly and Levied blackmail, Id recognition of his 
services, the Ad LI Shah gave Shahji (h* part of 



Mysore which he had conquered in his master's name. 
After (he death of Shahji (j££Lj}, Venkaji cur Ekoji hie 
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ion by his second wife succeeded to the Mysore j'o^icr. 
None of S habjCs sons was a coward or a weakling. In 
bis own humble way,, Venkaji bv bis valour and running 
added to bis estates the principality of (he Nayak of 
Tanjore (1676). 

The rise and growth of the Marathi powtr is one of 
I he wonderful chapters in I he' king h p&{c>ry of India. 

Founded by Siwaji the great, son of Shahji 
MiijhaL ^ ^ BhonsJe, the Mafatha State was a sharp 
Sonin tndla t hoi n in the aide of I tie Deccan Sultans 
and the great Mughal. After the conquest 
or Bi-apur and Go! konda (1687) the Mujrhal came into 
closer grips with the Maraiha Foiled in their home 
dominion, the Mjrathas changed their centre of reslst- 
jpee to Gfngee, and under Rajaram and Tata Bat 
offered heroic resistance. 

The long-drawn siege of Ginget ended (trtq^.l, and the 
aged Mughal lived to see his .sandals respected in the 
sacred lands of the Kavcri and the Vaijai. During the 
course of the siege, Zulfikar Khan levied tribute 
from all parts of the Carnatic. Diud Khan succeeded 
Zultiksi as the Mughal Fua/dhr of the south and 
was mare regular Let his enactions from the newly won 
territories. Within two decades after the death of 
AurjKVE&eb (1707). the Deccan and Southern India be- 
came practically independent of distant Delhi, The 
ftizam became their real master with about JO Nawabs 
and some Hindu Rajas under Jlfm, of whom the 
Nawab or jFYiHprfor of the Carnatic was the biggest. 

Sadat alia Khan was 1 ho first regular and acknow- 
ledged Nawab of the Carnatic (1710-1731). If is adopted 
son and successor was Dost Ali. There mt 
ticViTrtto do love lost between him and Nizant-ul- 
mutk. but the latter was engrossed in the 
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tangled politics of Delhi, Meanwhile Dost made the 
niHisi of i he sLiuatinm, The Maratha of Tanjore, the 
Nay ills of Mucturj,, (he Marava of Ramnad and Ihe 
Udaiyar of Mysore rarely paid their tribute except at 
the point of the bayonet, N'aturalLy desirous of provid- 
ing for lus family at their expense, the N'a^ab sent to 
the south his son Su brier Ali and son-in-law Chanda ftahib 
on a mission of con-quest. The kingdom of Madura 
under Minakshi was in its last ^asps. Ely stta tagem 
jiiid treachery, Chao da displaced (he lady and his 

brother conquered extensively the divided PtAujura as far 
s Kerala. 

Jealous of the Increasing power of Chanda Sahib, tin* 
Navrab dismissed him from the OiuKtrUihip. Feanogth* 
increase of Mussslman puvfcr after the anneKaliou of 
Madura, the Hindu Rajas of Soul hern India sonEht 
Maratha help. The Mara tba* had: revived under Ihtif first 
Peshwa Balaji Visw* 0 *th [17 r^-rjzo,)and were tobid for 
supremacy in Hindustan: by the middle of the eentury- 
5o this was a flood opportunity for the expanding power 
to make itself telt by the Muslims o-f the south. 

The Marathi army marched from victory to victory 
{174OJ. Dosi Ali was defeated and killed. Chanda Sahib 
was (a ken captive a nd c arri ed to he i imprisoned! a t S-atara. 
Trichinopnly successively the capital of Minakshi and 
Chanda received a third ruler in the course of four years. 
Murari Rao of Go&ty, a notorious freebooter in days 
when his profession wa* lucTSlive, sat cheek by jowl 
with his fellow MaraLha, Pratap Singh of Tanjsre 
with an army of 14,000 men. It was a [Treat day in Ihe 
Mara [ha annals. If the Maralhas of Tanjore and Trichi- 
nopuly had co-operated heariUy and kept up their 
relation ship with Satara, the heart and centre of 
Maratha vigor and activity, 1 hey COuld have played a 
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iignificsnt p;ir 5 in South hdinn history, But that was 
pot to be. 

Naw-ab Subdct AIL was ass-asinated (17.42). HLs son 
succeeded! him. Now the Nizam free from danger from 
Delhi went to Aicot, appointed a new Nawab and tc&k 
Trichinopoly from the Marachas* The new Nawab was 
poisoned soon after installation,. So the Nizam appoint- 
ed Aowaruddin to take his place (1744!. 

Meanwhile, Fate was spinning new threads qqd 
wt-nVirLg anew web to entrap unawares the jealous rulers 
H?f ihls land, and usher in (he modern era by bringing ii 
lender the British Raj. The deaLh of Anwartiddin (1749;, 
the rivalry of Muhammad All and! Chanda Sahib, a 
sindUr disputed succession 10 ihe Ki tarn at the 

Interference of the French and the English op behjlf of 
the rival?, the success of Muhammad All and (he 
English in the Carnatic — are all very familiar as the 
first lesson in modern Indian history. 

Muhammad A J i was a puppet New ah. He owed his 
throne m the hrlj? of ihe English company of merchants. 

Thanks to the insight end diplomacy of 
Kb"“ Clive and Wellesley, the Carnatic became 
p*»n= in English territory. The Europeans who 
lodii tame to India merely to trade entered into 

Native politic* by the logic of event* and tast for 
dominion. And of (hem, the English were dies lined by 
Providence (o build a mighty empire from the Him a- 
tayas to Rameavar, The following words of Barmlomeb 
who visited India between 1 776 and 1789 give the due 
to European politics in India in the eighteenth century . 
“The European* first get a footing there f India) a* 
merchants ; imperceptibly endeavour to extend (heir 
Cower; are tio longer satisfied with the advantages of 
trade, and begin gradually to bp p use their Own private 
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interest Id the interest of those 'princes who have 
admitted them into their dominions. Jn 4 little time 
they find means (o involve (hem in a war J scjnaeu2n.es 
they iiv* (hem assistance, in order that they tnty 
afterwards male them p*y for it; and sometimes they 
incite one prince against another or endeavour to create 
confusion in their politics] relations, in a word, they 
never rest lil! they pet possession of the land which is 
the object of their ambition 

Authorities 

1. Dr. 5. K, Eyentfa r : Sources of Viiayaitatfar History. 

Introduction. 

2 . Mr. Krishna Sistn : The Later Vljayanagara 

Emperors (Arch -Survey of India Kcp. 1908-9 
and 1911-12.) 

3. Re j. H era 1 : The Aravidu Dynasty Ch 3. 7 and <J. 

4. Dr. S, K- Iyengar : Ancient India Ch. It* 

5. Justice R article : Rise «f Marathi power Ch. ii. 

6. Prof. Sarkar ; Aofaflpirth, V*t ¥„ Ch, L 

7. Grose : A Voyage to the East Indies [750-64. Vo]-2* 

Introduction. 

8 . Orme ; A history of the military transactions jp 

Hindustan Vol. L 

9l Copies of Papers relative I o the red ora (ion pf the 
King of fanjore, Vol. 3 P 56 — See Pratap 
Slash’s tetter of 1762, about the Nawabs (Conner 
m&Ta library, Madras). 

10. Bartolomeo, A voyage 10 (he Eaat Indies P 49-50. 




CHAPTER SI 



THE ESTABLISHMENT OF MARATHA RULE 
IN TANJORE 

The K*veri delta has been the seal of a ftEutious 
civiliMtiOd from the dim past. Blessed by natuf* with 
r| fertile i’l.i 1 1 , L the people cultivated arts and 
Tiitrtrii letters lo a high degree of eiccllencB. 
mr^adLure Having been far from the Muhammadan 
zone for long,, they preserved their old 
Culture and arts. But, for a small State Mire Tanjare 
lo maintain its independence,, placed as it was 
with a number -of jealous neighbours all round, 
neither itHelligenC!* Per anistic skill could be of 
any avail. The soil and lh* climate made I he people 
and kings lovers of ease. Of higher patriotism, the 
peopLe had little as the central Government was not 
theirs. So the state lacked the necessary physical force 
for ihe maintenance of its freedom. 

The military defect was the patent cause fur Its 
decline and annexation, Even if the last Marathi Raja 
had Ei ad a big army and been of heroic mould, the cause 
of independence would not have been served, though 
artol he? Leonidas might ha ve been haP fled down 10 poste 
My. A&the l;mi of the ChoLas quailed before the surging 
wave of Vijayanagar expansion, so the last of I he 
Marath a s wou I d h ave su bmitted l o t he ine v i ta bk. His re- 
sparces were small and he had little Scope of getting allies. 
Above aH, he had to contend again&i certain modern 
Ideils of state organisation, however much the English 
in India at that time fed short of them. 

1 Ar.snrtjrir^an; PLIlii r Diary Vol. b, 33 3M'3tJ’ 
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In ISM, (he la$l Mi ratlin ruler of Tanjsf« resigned his 
administration Techs English In return, for a decent 
pension. In 1676, the first Me ref ha ruler 
T *^P™ of Tanjore tools (he principally of the Nayak 
nl|J Jr _ ' H.a:as who had ruled it for above 335 years. 

From the time of Kumara Kampana son of 
Bukka Rav-i and conqueror oF the south up (o the reign of 
Achyuta brother of Krishna Deva Raya, (he Tanitre 
country was under governors appointed from time to 
lime. Thus Mad anna, was (he Choi a governor under 
Deva Raya II, (ae. 1434 )- Vira Narasioiha (he governor 
under Krishna rebelled against the emperor Jo collusion 
with the central general Nagama who usurped (he 
Pandyan throne. Alter punishing Ihc rebels, Achyuta 
appoinled ViswaniUha, whose loyalty overcame hfe" 
filial love for Nagama, as viceroy ol all SouLh. Then, a 
portion of his viceroy ally, the Tanjore country, was sliced 
off and given (o Sevappa the first Nay 3 k ruler ol Tanjore 
who had married the sister-in-law ol the late emperor 

tiS44>- 

One admirable trait in the N a yaks of Tanjore was 
their devotion to their overlord, whirh was absent in the 
other feudatories. After the battle of Tali- 
T-he Tiuferv kata, TanjoLe was loyal to Venkata (he 
Their teLi- viceroy of Cbandragiri. When Venkata 
■inns wiatt became emperor (JjSd), Raghunatha, heir 
boiL.^! apparent and grandson of Sevappa, fought 

like a Lion under his master's banner 
against the troublesome Madura Kayak. When he 
became ruler C l-G I •4>, he welcomed the surviving son of 
the emperor, S-riranga II (o Tanjore, fought haid for 
him against a coDSpriacy «l feudatories and placed him 
on his ancestral throne, His loyalty v*j always the 
ground of ill-filing between him and. the Kayak of 




MARATHA RULJI- IN TANJQRE 



9 



Madias,. Nour t the Madura Nayak joined Gitigee. 
SoLjRi and the Portuguese, the enemies o( ft-jyhuitatha, 
and cat off (he Kav^ridam on which has depended the 
prosperity -at Tanjore from (he ^ee of Karikata, Undaun- 
ted by the jlimnce, Righwnathi marched against 
them and routed (hem at Toppur Pear theGrand Anicul. 

With the flight oF Sri range to Bednorc in 1^4^ A.D. 
ends in fact the history of Vijayanagar. The emperor 
went to put down Ihe rebellious Gingec Nayak iu [^40- 
Tiruntalj N a y a k of Madura invited the Sultan of 
Golkudda atf ainsl his overlord who fled a( Ihe approach 
of the Muh artittiadan. army. Victorious Go', ken da had 
evil design & against Giitgee F and so the short-sighted 
Tixumala invited the Sultan of Bijapur against his 
(mother Sul (an. Oijapur did no better. ShahjL Bhonslc 
an officer of the Sultan look Gingee, and levied tribute 
from Tanjore and Midutir 

Vijayaragha va son of R ag h u natha submitted to 
the Sultan and paid-him tribute. His neighbour Chot* 
kanalha ot Madura fought two wars with 
The last at Visa varaghava. The first was occasioned 

NayVfaT* * by an all ia nee bel ween Ta n jorc, Gi n gee a nd 
the Z>afGUfjp of Madura [16641. l'he second 
was a mcmentcwis one lull of fateful consequences to 
both parties- ( 16 / J). The immediate cause for the rupture 
is said to have been the refusal to give a Tanjore princess 
in marriage to Cho It ha. I he real cause was traditional 
enmity between th* neighbours. 

Vijayaraghava intensely absorbed in puya till the 
enemy was at the gate presents a strange and tragic 
figure, . Vallam wje captured and Panjore besieged. 
06/3). Manucci speaks df disaffection in the gene- 
rtti and troop* oil he Tan iota Raia who was deserted 
by th c hulk of t hem. For,, Vi jay & ha d ra vished the wives 
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and daughters of his- officer!;, and ?OQ wives and 15,3m 
Concubines adorned or crowded the harem of this pEotia 
king. 1 As the story goes, Vi jayaragha v* re 1 «H*ed bi -5 
non Manna.ru a gifted and romantic prince from capti- 
vity, and wijh sumrtl in hand they rushed into the battle* 
fought valiantly and reached the heaven of heroes. 
Before; S^ng Id battle, they "hid the Zenana blown up 
leat Chojtlta should obtain a Tinjore princess. A grue- 
sflfflt Spectacle! 

The triumphant Nayalt of Madura, gbd at (he down- 
fail of the Jong loyal Tanjore House, made haste to 
appoint his foster brother Alagiri as governor and reJurn- 
ed to his capita^ No sooner had ho established him- 
self in power, Alagin with characteristic ingratitude 
asserted his Independence. 

Before the Z^nena was blown up. the queen of 
Vtjay arag ha va hid mars Red JO semi away her young 
son through a nurse beyond the zone of danger. The 
heir to the throne was safety conveyed to Nega- 
patam where he was brought up in the house of a 
Rot/n/tain Veokanoa, a jVcpp’ Telugu Brab- 
mao, the secretary of Vijayaragkiava and then of 
Alagiri, conceived the plan of restoring Che youth to his 
ancestral throne in ihe place of his master who would 
not allow him a free hand in the administration. 
Swearing vengramp against the insolent Alagiri f (he 
Brahman went with Chen gama lads p, the rescued *on of 
Vijay araghava, lothc Sultan of Bijapur the overlord of 
the south and solicited his aid in the just cause of the 
youthful prince. 

The Adil Shah ordered Venice,] l„ son of Shah ji Bhuosle 
*od lord of Bangalore jaghir 14 render the necessary help 

^-But all ivallatile tes-Tinicmj point to hi* gyval piety. See Tanja- 
vu-ii Vad CluLtri, Taylor V, Madkeruie ms:, CjIuIofu-; l I'. Ill P. ! ?S. 
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for the r eslorafion of Chengamsiadfls after the cs pulsion 
of Ala i;iri Nayeta. Banal av<tiMnurili x a manuscript in 
Sanskrit of the reign of Sarabhop says that Vents ji 
trficrJ Ekoji captured Ami, then fought with the N a v a k 
of Tri.cSiinttpi.il)', released Taniore from his yoke and 
halted at TlrumaLapadi near Tiruuadi where God 
appeared so him In a dream and told him not to leave for 
home. Meanwhile, there were quarrels among the people 
of Tan jure a ad a section of them we □ t to the Marathi and 
requested him to take the throne. So did Ekoji. 
Wilks assigns a different cause for the usurpation of 
the >1 a rath a who was not paid his expenses by Cheuga- 
maladas., 1 

AlagLri’s Importunities to Chokka for help fell on deaf 
ears, So at Ayyampet. VenkajL won. a crushing victory 
^ after which lie took the capital with. great 

Yenkanna effort, A. Telugu manuscript narrates ’"die 
victory (?) won on the four ramparls of the 
Tanjore fort by Peddalagiri, a ruling chief of Tan jorc over 
the son of Shah ji who attacked it m regain it as one of hi* 
father's possessions. * Chengamaladss was crowned. 
As he did not win the crown, he could not ret? in 
it. As it usually happens in courts, the old nurte of 
the new king, his foster. father the Chatti and jfripaMita 
Venkanna had a keen rivalry fur supremacy in the 
state, The crafty AV/wr. worsted hy the simple rule 

1 In fte Tvnjwt p4t?ce library, written by Venkata, Lavl »H 
Raflfur-Jitys, 

0 S** Historical Sketches of the swath, ol India VoL i p Pyr-j Wilks 
i* mffuL rw art a«OB at of Shahut nvJ VenkiJL SwaLtp Account or she 
Man. tits Rrjo of TiAjM* iTaxliw K s Mack. *ss 111, P *40 which 
Kitgos the a ~D c rtoifre, 

5 A triennial catalogue l 1 Ice Mudrt, 1 . dtESiiI*! lib E9IP-II t$ 

Pirl No. 116 A Jesuit Letter confirm! Aljsiri'i resistance IF 379 
Najaii of Madura } srhil* Tanj. Yaii-zhar refers to his Gifht. 
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of majority, vowt;d veng-cancc again a ad floated such 
r umotirs u f I he Maratha's designs against Ian i ore 
that the last of the Nayaks fied for lift. Venianna 
was an ae'CfliTiplished diplomat. He prepared the 
people alfi(j for the change, He carried on 
clover intrigue* with Eicon whose naturally high 
ambition kindled anew was onLy restrained by his 
discretion not fo alienate his master She Sultan, of 
Bijapuf , 1 The Suita □ died and Ekoji throwing his 
■conscience to the winds entered Tanjore in triumph 
without il rir-p a single shot. It is probable that from 
the first she Maratba had the evil design of conquering 
Tanjofs for himself, which was strengthened by the 
weakness of its prince, the quarrels among bis advisers 
and the divisions among his people. Venkanna was k 
typical busybody gifted with the greatest cunning. 
Unscrupulous and ungrateful, his nature was such that he 
Cftlld not live without some excisemen t. In his own 
way he was a king-maker- His new master knew him 
too well, bul allowed him ample power at first. Having 
deserted i wo masters he would have easily made Ekoji 
the third. Suspecting the King’s designs against him, the 
wily ifajufiTJn escaped with his liFc in time. 

Thus the N a yaks lost their throne, and another foreign 
dynasty, speaking another new language, established 



The legacies 

or Niyai 

rule 



itself in the Ta mi I ian d . A I ices though they 
were, they made Tanjore their home, and 
continue J the traditional policy of protection 



of the subjects and patronage of religion. 



arts and letters. There had been an exuberant growth 



l Tht story ul th* fall of the Nay aka is taken rroni Tanjovuri Andhra. 
Raj vim CbirLtra, Dr. S.K. 3 y -ri'i (fi a r : Soiire^i P 3 1 |tut hit lory 

■dors ml confirm the story at this puinl. fw, the Ai.li I Shah divi ip. 
IfiJJ A.D. See Oxford History or India by Mr. V. A- Smith F 20.’ . 
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of the -Sanskrit and Telu^o literatures during the N*yak 
rule. Govinda Dikshiti, ittiniiler of Acby nta the secnu-d 
W-ayak, regent for some- time and then min Liter of 
Raghunatha, was 4 sound scholar and friend of 
the famous Appayya DikihLta. His son Y*}na- 
narayana wioie .Saddyri Jicf naAar-a which -deals 
with the wm-k of k»giin*tba. The kings them- 
selves were actom pH&h ed, men, Govinda's Svhitya 
Sadha states thgl Rh k h una-t h a was a musician, a sound 
Sanskrit MidTelusu scholar and, author of half a tto^en 
books. A great warrior, he replaced the king of Jeflfna 
on his ancestral Ehrcnse offer suppressing the opposition 
of the Portuguese. Very pious and charitable, he divided 
whatever money could he spared between the gods and 
the poor. He knew eighi Larvgu H -iges, end Maduravani and 
Ranvahhadranobh^i t*o rare poetesses adorned his court 
and enriched literature. Professed Vatshnavas though 
they were, the Nay aits endowed Sasva temples also. 
Raghunatha patronised iwu Madhwa njwrii+.i Sudhindra 
and Raghavcndra. They built choultries for the poor and. 
made gilts to pious and Learned Erahmans, These 
were the traditions to which the Marsl has surcceded. 
How far they Lived up iu these traditions will be seen in 
the sequel, The age of Appayya and Nilakaitfa had a 
fitting finish in Ihe age of Kfkhnananda and Rama- 
bhadra 1 . 

Meanwhile, Ihe Nayjks did not forget the temporal 
Interesls of the stale. The Constant wars kept them on 
She a Leri, They enterlained foreign traders like the Danes 
and the Dutch parity wish a view to gel the help of Ihetf 
artillery in war time. Vijayaraghava improved the fort 

1 F$r Iht mtraw-,' uri e : of Apruvys and MiLak^rti, see Mr.. 
Tj SbKupj;u!,va!j Sue l:L's hvrnuii in/trod., ic the lattc's Shu* Ai.'iimii-jp,. 
V*na Vilas Pjtks. 




1* THE MARATHA RAJAS OF TANIOHE 

in hU l- li. [. i i r a L and built new forts at Pattukkottai, Aran- 
tnLe‘F Killfl(l!i h TfupiWtluc and other places. E!u.C he 
was inferior to his. father in military talent. Besides, a. 
state where (here i& no isapoflitbHtty for the people, 
where the people do hot identify themselves with the 
Hate but are indifferent as to whoever rule*,, cannot be 
expected Co make a firm and successful stand agniost a 
foreign conqueror, The people had become Inured to 
foreign rule and could not see any difference between a 
Cho’a, a Nay aba and a Maratha. Politics and rule were 
not tbeif concern , Foreign rule did nut, however, result 
in the dcmori-tisfttinn of the people or economic exploita- 
tion, A5&0, tho disarming of the conquered by the 
conqueror W4S a device unknown in those days, 
Dynasties came and went, but the people went op for 
ever. 

Mighty forces were working outside which were to en- 
gulf soon, whether they liked it or BOt, the 
u Jre small states,'too small to standalone and (no 
jealous iy work together,. SLvaji’s expedition ilb?ti-l677) 
was only a passing thunder. The Mughal roller brought, 
under it the whole of India at least for a while. A more 
perFect military and administrative machine was still to 
coma which would reduce all slates to a common level, 
subject all peoples to a common law, drag India with a 
puLI from Che age of comparative stagnation, disorganU 
sation and degeneracy into the modern age of vigorous 
commercial Aftd political life. 

Additional anthoritias 

f, Tanjore district gazetteer P, 35 - 53 . 

2, Tanjoro district manual Part V f Ch. 3 . 

Madura district manual Pan ill, Clt. 8, 
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4. Mr. S* lb y anarihi n - The Niy*ka r>f Madura, 
Inlrod. Ch. s, and co- [4. 

5* Rev. Heraa: The AiMvidu dytiatlj ch. S,] J.17&I9- 
6. Manucci EfiS^-lJfOB : Siflfia Do Morot VqE. J r p. IOJ, 
J* Mr. T. S- KuppusanaJ Sasiri; Nayake of Tanjorc. 
R. Dr. S. K, lye agar : Sonree* of Vij ay*naRa r H L&tory , 
P 3 Si- 33 / 

9 - MER 1914, p. 1 cy ; and. MER 1935,, p. 91 . 
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The Marathi inscription in the Tiojon temple dales 
the capture tif Tanjore by Ekoji i el January 1676 (-iotc! 
D 1596. I£ak*fuis{/ t Ma{jh<}su<Urt'i. :i He is, said 

to have settled in the city in April 1676 
{Saktn 159/. -dira^r, Chnifre), Theft is, little doubt 
about the authenidty of (he informpfinn contained in 
the inscription, as it was gathered from all the available 
records al the order of Maharaja Sarabhajl II, But dates 
ranging between Sfs 74 and |fj ?6 have been given by his- 
torians for (he beginning of the reign, There is no 
reliable authority lot antedating ihe capture of TartjOrCr 
The Madras Tarrd) m a tnuser i pt 1 assign* five year* to 
Ekoji from A^xndnMi Kirlayulith i 1674-1679. Rut in dates 
are generally at variance *Lih these given, in ihe ins- 
cription. Altai It, tte TTeiyaifwH jfarfAi's Ra?wla ehyritra 

s . fhr ifwrplinri in the tempi* dated S I7 j 5 has been published by 
Hr. SaaflUsravnlii Kao li.A., BJI.,, Secretary to the TanSwe Palace 
Library. It Contains (he history nf the Tsojore M»r*rh** Srtd li 
referred to in (he etwrse of this boob as the Tanjore- or Kanthl 
inscrJiwIen. The author had it rea<s amt transUtcfl by a Marathi 
gentleman-. 

“ Tbi reRrreJ to Is i Mackenzie ms- EV-H. 4. P- 37. Taylnrt 
’■lark in- s mteredi. Ii it wxieed lo Tayiors-y taiatofiuv VdI. 111- 
B«ide=, Ihr TVryjvnwrf Vorv-r-torirnai p. 1 76. ihe Citll anile rra-iiocH three 

relevant TtLis- The Crcnraftufcn ifrjot n*jak-iJ amrJtrti rharit/w ha iunR 
record u-f about 400 [uteri l-ji enntaina only a littLc ep kiriruliu-Ti on 
Siviiji's e. xpt il run, the Carnatic war and later events. P juli. On 
P 2 (j£ there is a nc-tice of Ur j'ae.aiie iik, i.n.iiV i..i^r and on P. 44 r of 
4 * flrrauJH! tf thi .Vki-iuA4 r&jai a/ Ttu/v/r. This ms. is referred to 
1 hrpughoul as Ihe Madra'j or Tamil ms. 
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speaks of Ibc capture of Tanjnre just afler Ihe death of 
the Uijnpur Sultan, the overlord of Vcnkaii. By a refe- 
rence Co Ihe genealogical list of the Adil Shahs, it can 
be seen that there was a new and young Sultan on Ihe 
yudi in EG7i who continued to rule the country till i t* 
annexation by the Mughal. There is a grant of Ekoji 
dated 1075 A.D, confirming Viuaravaehava r s grant of 
Ncgapatam to the Dutch, and il is likely that the Dutch 
got their rights confirmed as soon as he became ruler. 1 

The Marathi inacriplimi dales EkojFs death in Saka 
] t<J4 , RmihiTfi-'lh viirc ( 5d (f |] f irji 5? since inscrip- 
tion of Kku’L is dated in Ss&a lfiDj i> l do 5 ?} Dundubht, 
K al 14784 . The commission of E 79 B a n d Sch warfi 

assign seven years to his reign, whLEe Wilks records 
that Ekoji was alive in idBft-I&S? when he negotiated 
for the sale of Bangalore with Chikko Drva Raya The 
records of the Rest India Company mention a king 
Ekoji as lale as iGpQ-iyEKJ when he was at war with 
MangammaE. * Fro-m T&&J, ihey mention Ekoji fre- 
quently. Thus, in EbSl, " Fecoget- was Naigue of 
jingoa. 1 * 4 In IdB2, Valiaffl Is given to Ekoji by My- 
Core which captured Madura. 1 In Ih-e kingdom 

Of Tanjore is referred 10 at 1 Eccog-pe’s counjry,'* In 
Id&7, mertlLOfl is made' of a proposal to have a fetlle- 
uent at Tifumalavaaal after making a treaty with 
" EcCogee '. f In TfiflJl, the French are said to have treated 

k %Jb al Mi. Ha ngicharE's 3nr. o( Lbe Madras Fr«. II,. TanJ Dr. 

“The $ilu ditts int Iran th-r Mir. Ins. unless athc-mlsr irJiaaicr. 1 . 

*Lei(cra to Ft it. firnr.gE riJJ IJfO. VII, J.I Jaty 3J(HI. 

■•lOkl. idfii-7, r, P*o 

♦Ibid, 3 65a. t Mar- JBi. 

*Ibid- Il4^-S, <> Aug, J6&|. AI&5 Diary and consoLlatioo tiif. Efc&j, F, 

11a. 

’Rw. Of Ft. St. Geoff t. Diary and cansuitaisan b&ai. 

I lift; :-Fa(E I '.i. 
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with Ekoji's son a - jo'.i t 3 fort near Ncgapalam. 1 The 
F. n p ! Ls-h also pro nosed io treat with film. 4 In the same 
year, (he King of Tan jore is called ‘EocOgee 1 in three 
letters. s In (he jjtriposils of Ekoji to the English 
are referred to, and Rama Raja got groat help from the 
Ktns of Tanjore* with which ho hoped to root the 
Mughal- 4 Zotfikar Khan advanced on Ekoji’s kingdom 
in itfll a nd so,, the Raja made peace with, the Dutch, a 
Tanjnre is mentioned as Ekoji's country in l6£Z a Two 
yean later, Zulu tar made an agreement with Hk:,ji 1 
king of Tan jure." Thus Ln the Eater records, there is an 
evident cOhfuaioit between Kkoji and hla eldest Son 
Shahjl. The former wuS so well known lhat his name 
continued to be used even after he had ceased to reign. 

To itdd to this confusion, a rare com- 

mentary on the Ra may ana as a Dharmasasfra written in 
Shahjj'E reign, -says that Ekuji «nndo the author Tryam- 
haka Raya Makbison of G-vngsdharu minisler of Shahji 
after training him for the post. The suggestion that is 
hidden in the stanza is that Lkoii abdicated Ln favor of 
Shahji. The same fact of abdication is mentioned in 
Ayya Aval's Stthuadrfl VilnMi Ka^i* We do not 
knew how many years ho lived after this event. He 
mighl have lived tiLE [bt-7 as Wilks puts tL Tor a 



l Rec. nr Fl- St. Gecrgr:. Diary and consultation tn»k, lSW:-f M?r. 
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liJA: — !P. a-J, fi January and 
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Do. 


1^1 : August 


* 


Da. 
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Da 


[fryt !— Page 63 ]danucri ra.f-.it- 
ievi-.; Zu ic.L.xr’:-. agi-fthnupt 
n-iin Shnkijg in J^gt. 



*Vani Vilas PiWii No- I*. P- HJ- 



•End. Ant. Vnfl- Jj. P 167, 
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jitter of the Madura mission detect id 86 speaks of the 
JCflffnra and the Maravara making a war of brig *i nd,a [fit 
against the troops of Ekoji. 1 En 1663 Ekoji WUPftly 5,4, 
That Shahji was Maharaja an iCSj is proved by an 
inscription * in Pattukkottai dated 5 n£g ibPfj, Krtrih Jjtts, 
Adi. So he must h-ave ascended the throne about add*- 
Ekoji was -one of The bold adventurers of Ihe Eater 
Mughal period though he did not poSK 3 * S* much 
genius as his great brother. He had not 
w^ifrnrihe 0,1 ^ military talent but also some «tl- 
ryo 1 s struct ive capacity which waj shown In the 

promotion of agriculture, according to the 
Madras manuscript, He repaired and cnflstnacled 
canttls and tanks and reclaimed fallow lands. Same 
of the letters of the Madura mission translated in 
The Nayaka of Hnduri L reveal however the king's 
motives for so much solicitude, Villages had been 
destroyed by floods and the king was at his 
wits’ end for money and, more money, He en tufted 
4 i' 5 ths of the gross produce which placed the poor 
Tyois in the grip of the saifr-nrs and, subjected them to 
torture and like punishments at the hands of the on-dia, 
To pay Ms great brother, he had to agueere the Inst pin* 
from his subjects. 

The most itirf I ng event of bis time was the expedi- 
tion of Sivaji Into the Carnatic {1167b — I tijj) to- claim 
his share of his father’s jag hir. The main 
Sivaii's cause for the ejtpedition was his ambition* 
lo spread Ma rath a power in collaboration 
with has brother who tried to cut himself 



ip, 33 a Najaki; ef Madura- 
»51E£ft rgsj, p. 

* P, „ , . „ 

*Th« car. <Uia Aii/g .‘fai.ijsiiuv CAanfra 1 M.iuk- 11M Mai* Hiar his 
biect was tii save Hicduisna Itoni tic Muhamm^. J*iis- P 3$9 Taylor'* 
TIT. 




£Q 



iHa MAEtATHA ELAJAS OF TAKJGltE 



adrift from the main artery of jitiwer and slrcngth. 
Raghunath f minister of Vonliaji, chafing under his 
mailer's control instigated Sivaji Id lead this expedi- 
tion, far his sba re of the i n h erit ante. The great M aralha 
made 3 treaty with GolkoiLda, look Gingce, advanced on 
Tan jure and sou^hl an interview with h La brother. His 
troops too it the country norLh of rtie Coteroon in- 
cluding Vellore- The interview proving futile aqd, 
fearing a fresh Mughal, army against him, Sivajl 
hastened hark. 

On his return. Sivaji appointed Santoji, an illegitimate 
son of Shabji Bhon&le, governor of all the land between 
Ginger and the Coleroon, Santoji ably 
defended himself against Venkapi who 
itiHfi. invaded his dominion. The conducted his 

brother filled Sivaji with shame. The latter 
deplored the spirit of discord that animated Venkaji 
which was a source of weakness io b is grand plan. Now 
it was that he wrote the two historic letters to Venkaji 
and dictated a treaty for the better government nf Tsnjore 
which together with Cingee and the Outlying parts had 
been made over to him by a treaty with Bijapur (j&io). 
The first letter of 1676 dealt with the evils of disunion, 
while the second of j 63 q eshort&d Venkaji to he active 
and lo perform worthy deed? instead of being enelais- 
choiie. H I am to you as your head and protection , . r 
Look to the discipline of your army and turn your 
attention to affairs of moment. What a comfort and 
happiness it will he to me lo hear the praEae and fame of 
my younger brother.. This is the time for performing 
great actions. Arouse ! Bestir yourself. 11 

The ruler of Tanjore had no other alternative but 
accept Sivaji's terms when Sultans more power- 
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ful (Han he bad Co abide by them. A large sum of 
ntone >■ was paid at 0 nee a ad an a □ dull 



Tin jars 

under 

SiTjji 



tribute promised. Affer the death of Sivjiji, 
the tribute was slopped and there was little 
relation ship with the centre of Marathi 
power save for occasional mutual help and a few 
marriage alliances. 

A great: opportunity was thus lost for hegemony in 
South India and die display of constructive genias. Petty 
and jealous quarrels among the Maratha 
A ° H,t . pr i n cipa Lil Lea of G In gee. Tan jore a nd S atari 

j^jiportu m ty a p Q j | e[ j c c ]j aE1 ces fouLLd i n g u p a M arath a 

empire in the sooth. The isolation of 
Tan jore which became marked after Shahji did no good 
10 its ruler a s ho h ad to s uccu mb, u a a ided. to th e Muha m- 
matLan power, but did immense harm 10 the central 
power of which it failed to be a strong southern outpost. 
Want of union is writ targe on the Threshold of 
the eighteenth rfinjury history of lnrlta. 

The small scale of Tnnioie had many jealous neigh- 
bours who lost Ao opportunity for aggression. The new 
. rl3 ^ Hid , * lus * tou gH n&k a witling Him. 
of MiHiira The people accustomed Co foreign rule never 
murmured against the liltit alien. Bui his 
neighbours would noC give him peace, Chokkanatba of 
Madura idled himself with Santoji of Giogec against 
Vetaksjl, bul filled to strike an opportune blow at 
Tin j ore it ihe lime when Venkaji relrcated before 
Santoji. Chokka himself bad trouble at home as a Muh- 
ammadan advenlurer usurped his ihrone between I6?B 
and r6bfj. No sooner had he replaced himself than Mysore 
invaded Tfichinopolyr Forgetting all past history, 
Venkaji heLped ChdVka and drove out the Mysore loflps* 
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This worthy deed it immortalised in a TcLuru treatise 
on erotics named- i.'e.'irrt^rjJnittiiAi *, 

The work Lit based OH Sanskrit treatises on ef*l]es. Its 
author was Nellur Sivararna Knvi son of Vi t&tji K hava 
Kavi. He dedicated the work 1 o JayatlmllS, 
grandson of Eko-jib The author praises the 
deeds of Sivaji and Yenkajt in the usual 
style. “ Si'r'jji l:u I'-ij'j 1] 1 ed ihe Mughal and received the 
title of ChoIr-irpQt.ki, Yankaji defeated all the Km^-s 
sonih of (he Kannada, and set free the Pandya from the 
yoke of MjtDrt," 

Sanskrit and Teloitr 3f tei 1 ^ 1 ue-fia had flourished splen- 
didly under Kayaks, paUppifl£ r art d- (ho new corner had 
onfv to keep up Ifie tradition for an iavHtfSO in ■ h^Lr out- 
pul, The Rajas’ devotion to Brahmans led ic thv gr&w|> 
of Sanskrit and Telugu to the neglect of the indigenous 
tjnguage, Ekoji himself is said to ha ve composed in 
Telega a rivipaciu Hannaj/eina, and several other works 
in Telugu were written in his reign. 

The chief of Rgmnad was a vassal of the Nay at of 
Madura. The reign of Kilavan the Famous of Ramnad 
f was a landmark in the history of the Sotu* 

Ram nad. pathis. He was full of ambition and drive. 

A rchcl himself, he would nip in the hud a 
similar spirt: in his vassals. Fearing the adherence of 
his dependent of Fudtlkoital to ihe Raja of Taniore, he 
effected a dynaslic revolution by making his brother' 
in-law the Taniaman, Hi 5 burning desire was to 
become independent of his master of Madura. So he 
treated with Venliaji for mi limey help jo return for 
all the lands between the Piffib+if and FudiJ kttOlt&i. The 
war ended in SbahjVs reign. Success attended the arms 

t totrdu.'.tiori to A Triennial Ci'iilop.e d Telugu Mffl irt (he 
Maidf*E Or, Lib lgj6-P?m 1918-39, Vdi j, Part li 
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■if the allies. Madura was defeated, Kamnad obtained 
freedom and Tanjore the oro wised territory. 

There were plenty of these sms IS wars in I he history 
of the Tlfljore Mnrathas. The eternal struggle for Sand 

An estimate a n[ * *eM ftn merrily In iht eight- 

of VulffL^ tenth century as it did eighteen hundred 
years ago- Venkajt heLd his own against his 
neighbours and passed on his kingdom intact to- his sons. 
He planned to add lo his territory on one side and ne- 
gotiated for the sale oE Bangalore on Ihe other finding it 
expensive and difficult to keep from such a distance* 
The latter transaction is a proof of the absence of any 
■treat design of empire- building. He became cunlenl like 
hi* fredecaiMS to Live at ease in the pool of Tanjore 
rather than risk himself in the wide ocean of fame and 
splendour, Devoid of pa n-M aia 1 h a patriotism or 
ambition to mate more congests, VVnkajL left no plans, 
for fresh adventure and enterprise to spread the Maralha 
dominion, no schemes of onion among the small 
powers for offence and defence to check the Mughal 
expansion. None of his successors except Shaft ji went 
beyond the limits set by Ihc founder to extend the king- 
dom, increase its prestige and Strengthen It on the 
military side.. 

A few words about the u.ueens and concubines of the 
Mar a chi Rajas will close this chapter, jn a monarchical 
state, polygamy leads to dii&puled succession, 
interference dF the relations of the queens 
end mistresses Ln public affairs, court intri- 
gues, poisoning, and domestic an siety and unhappiness 
which, in an age when there was AS difference between 
the private and public capacities of the Raias, sadly and 
seriously reflected on the progress of Hi e state. In fact, 
however, the evils were not so r rear, as ihe ministers. 
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were practically in fill] power and as there was much of 
tlecenl tali sal inn in Govern men. 

Venkaji had Iwo wives and nine mistresses, and in 931 
lets sons. Shah ji had several mi Stresses, Sorobhoji I 
had threw queens. Twklcoji had five wives ami sus 
Concubines Iron various castes, Ehuji 11 had si« waves 
and three mistresses- Pratap had fiv* wiYeS and seven 
mistresses from various castes. Tulja had five wives, 
Sarabtinj: II had two wives and twenty-fuuF concubines. 
Si vaiL had twenty wives and a number of concubines 1 
To the Rajas with Jheir wealth and autocratic power, 
polygamy presented no economic problems. Nor was 
there any religious diiliculty The SanriU in fact 
sanction it. But, politically, it led to Ireutttc and had 
administration. 

Many of the royal mistresses were accomplished 
ladies. They were noted not only tor their beauty but 
also for their scholarship and skill in mnisit arid dandnjf' 
Mostly Tetugu becac.sc of the Nayaka legacy,, some of 
these ladies have Left us a Large and rich treasure of sweet 
Fadkyas i,n that language which are widely sung CvCrt 
to-day in the Tamil aird Tel ugu countries. Moot cf them 
reached the height of excellence attained by the farnou 5 
Rangajh author of ifai;naruda3a eitazamu describing (he 
amors of her paramour VL>ayaraghava Nay aha. 

Muddu Palani a mistress of Pralap Singh is the beat 
known in the Maratha period. She composed an ama- 
tory poem find tiik ana a( ranamu 1 She was also author 
of Saptapatfrilu* Her guru was Viraraghaya P'esika 
of TLruraala Tatachary a family. 

* The mlnTma tion is. mgslly cjL^r, frum chr Inscription. jf Sar j- 
tfliOji II 

* A Dn. tat. of Telugu Ma£- Vel. IE, p»rt j, 1937, Hus- 70?. and. 70S 

* ft. Ni> Mi iej efTrL-riL^t. urTcLnja Ms&, V<A. 1 1,. Fan 3 , 
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Additional authorities. 

1, The Re part -of the ranjone Ccunmissinn I?g 8 . 

2 . Wilks ■ Sketches of South India 2 Vo!s. 

3. Grant Duff : History of the Maratbas Val, 1, Ch, g, 

4, Sarkar t Sivajl. Ch, 12. 

3, Tatskbav and Keluskar : The life of Sivaii Maha- 
raj Ch. ifi. 

$, M E R 1924, Raj** t.[g-i 22 , 

7, EsbLbit No. R. I40 in Appeal Nna. 199 and 20 q of 
1919 in H- C. of Madras which gives a summary 
of the Mar, Ifl&, 

3 -. Exhibit No. 5 - 141. Do. which gives a sum- 
mary of the Matins Tamil mss. 

9. Tabjore district manual part V, ch. 4 
ID. Madura district manual part [IE, ch. 9 
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5HAHJI 1634-1713 

According Lo the Marathi inscription, the three sons of 
Venkaji ruled jointly. Dhatmaktea remarks about their 
mutual attachment- Satabhcji lived a I 
Jen. SikhtrtUti near Kumbakonam, and the 

youngest TukkojL lived a I Mabad-cvipatnam in Mannar^ 
gudy ..S ,'j i'.'i 1 ! ■■■, afier they came at age. Probably they 
were Vi«my( of the two SwlviJU Shahji died heirlrss 
in Sjfca ]6j3„ Nanrt uno (irts) at the aye of forty. After 
him, Sarabhojit ru I ed jointly with fuktoji till his dedrt. 
in I&t?, KUtfk'f ^!"28> at the age of fifty -three. 

There is an inscription 1 of Sirto 164$ Staling that the 
brothers reigned jointly. Tukkoji succeeded Sara bine ji 
fii stole ruler In 172 ft and ruled till his ties Lb in Siefcn e3s7> 
./I W<i f at the age- of fifty-nine, 

After the death of Sivaji the great, the fortunes of Ihe 
Marathas were at a low ebb. The Deccan Sultans were 
conquertd by the Mughal (ibB?} and 
uf Ringed Mara tha power m, the west was paralysed 
by his generals. The Marathi inscription 
records that S-jhahji was friendly to Rijapur, and the 
Madras manuscript speaks of the help rendered by 
.^aeabhoji to (he Rijapstr nobles who fied for life from 
Aurargzcb. 

The centre of Mil rat ha opposition shifted to Gingee, 
Rejaram and Tara flat his. tureen offered heroic resistance 
10 the incursions of the Mughal whose degenerate soldiers 
and generals dragged on the siege. jfJAarmnfrbita speaks 
bVu. [ Bt, R3.ngacl13.riL Ins. or lEie Hailrai f rr-jJ ll r TanjSrt Dl. 
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Of Shahji's help to hi« fl r*t Cousin Kajaram against 
the Sultan of Delhi, Orme 1 also writes about Ehoji'a 
help to the rebets-, Alio Ayya Aval's S’aflertcfj'o Viiasa 
J£ai>l/a. (S-m End. AM Vol. 3j), The Diary and cortsnFJotib.m 
book Of J^t, 8 U Geuryts for 1690 records that IL Eccngoc 
i&nt horsemen and money to Ramarajawho hoped to 
rout Ibf Moghul ”«* Again in 1695, Rama raja is said to 
hiv? come train Tanjorc towards (iingee vriib 2(j.&?0 
horse-* 

During the siege, the Mughal troops levied tribute 
from the neighbouring kingdoms. When Girgea fell in 
OTirUrdihi AD,, the conquest of India by the 

Jjeoifs- rcM 1 Mughal was complete, Ffdrrt 1 sgi, Tanjore 
^ was held from the Mughal arid four lakh* 
was hied as its tribute by Zulflkar Khan, 
the Mughal general in command. Rut the money vi; 
paid generally only a t the poim of che swurd. Letters 
from Ft. St. Georqe of *693, 1694, itfqfc, and 17OH 

merman the march of the Mug hah general to Tanjore to 
collect the tribute. In 1(197, Zulfikir forced Shah ji to 
return laMangammaL the N*y=>ki of Trkhirmpoly the 
lands he had :;ik“n from her. This is me n boned as a 
victory |o the N a wahJn the Diary Ond connttioiton 
for 1697 . Oaud Kbsn Succeeded Zulftkai as FmfjdWQ f 
1 he Carnatic, Ho followed In the foot si eps of his pre- 
decessor and visited Tanjore periodically for his duet, ■ 
Thus,. the Maratha oF T anjore shifted his allegiance from 
Brjspur to Sivaji and from Sivajj to the Mughal, 

An inscription* at FatLltkkottM boiitS of ihe con- 
quest of ill lands between the Pambaf and Rudolf- 

r Hiilornsl fragments p jjOO 

1 P^ie 71 - 

“ PSjff T 4 . 

*MER tyitp 9?. 
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kottai by Bavaji -son a f f.angadhara the 
Kl^nn agent or secretary of Maharaja ShAhji, *ad 
M-irsu m x.al mentions the erection of a for t there by the 
same (iffteialr B^l, AS we have seen already, 
these t*nds were ceded by Ihe Setupatbi. DhaTnvjtcvrfu 
*lap mentions the help rendered by Sbatijito the Marava 
against his overlord. 

la 1700 there was war between. Shahji and 
Man gamma I on account of Ihe capture of some of her 
towns by the former wiih |he aid of the SetUpafhh The 
woman ruler inflicted a defeat on her neighbour, but Ihe 
min Ester of the lailfir Baloji (Bavaji i?) bribed the enemy 
mnd obtained! peace. 1, Soon,. Tan jare changed sides on 
account of a common danger to Tanjore and Trichi no- 
poly from the u meat built across the Kaveri by Mysort. h 
but luckily the dam gave way and war was averted. So, 
hut for the common British allegiance. Tan lore and 
TiichiboEKdy would have drawn the sword against 
Mysore over Ihe Kannnmbadi daml The new alliance 
belwcen Ihe traditional enemies vexed KiEavan who 
against odds routed the troops of Mangairtmal and 
captured Shahii r s fort of Arantangi (l 7 dQ], TtiuS 
the triangu].ir contest continued among these small 
powers, fortune favouring now one, now another, but lefl 
none of ihem heller or wiser for all the events, 

Thoug h S h nihj j came (y Ih e throne a L t he ea rl y a g e of IS, 
the administration w*s carried on with great ability and 
success, He was precocious and brilliant. He 
worJ^' ' had his Fathers (rained ministers lo Advise 
him. The Madras manuscript pc in Ik to 
Ihe continuation of Ihe old order and servants, and re- 
cords plentiful crop* during ihe reign. The commission 
of [79S remarks about the obedience of ihe subjects in 
1 Lock naan ; Trawls ci r [h.E 'esuils ** 1 . 2, p aHj. 301. 
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spiie of the i flcrfriited land-rs.*. According to Hickey, 
Shahji improved the fort at Taniore, buill eboullries and 
h oil'll 1 1 a ! k f r.i r which he secured foreign physicians from 
Arabia 4i n d established civil and criminal courts. A 
record of the English Bast India Company menlioos 
1^,000 Horse and foot as besieg ing Trancjuebar ip iflgg. 1 
So the king was noL unmindful of the army, Ihe main- 
spring of his rule and greatness.. 

From no other Marat ha reign have we such a rich 
crop of literature. Himself a scholar and hog nisi, he 
patronised learning, In the absent-* of the 
leirers printing press and a reading public, it was 

the right and the duty of the leixtrred and 
wealth y Rajas and nobles to appreciate and encourage by 
j* lifts literary productions of merit, Learning was gene- 
ral]/ wedded to poverty, and the devotees of the 
Goddess of Learning wooed her capricious sister fur 
keeping the flame of life »□ extinguished. 

There arc some Tamil dramas (fifoofiti) in manuscript 
in. the Tanjare library which belong to this reign, 
Bkuivlt oy/ftip a/ir a FtYtMawt, AthintfHivuliit kstiyanatt t, 
jSanfrtjraBeirayotfiJ /taf^anam t Chandrikuh(i>ta tdifnw mlu- 
ftai h, Kofavanji, Vishnu ztitiaraja ttittnam ml in Tamil 
arc not of a high order either in plot, humor, or stylo and 
contain & few vulgar passages. In all probability they 
were enacted in the eourl. The language is colloquial 
generally 3 S Spoken by a Maralha. The usual plat is 
that some princess falls in love with kahendra or 
Shahji and secures him at last. The king JS described 
Jn them as a linguist and conqueror, Besides these, there 
ire a few stray pacces praising Ekoji. Shahji and 
Sarabhop which arc all the remnants of a presumably 

1 Diiirr and consult bk. iCfqq Pt- si Ceergr- p s S . 
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large volume of literature 1 , But the (|uahty itf ihu liter* 
lure is nut high. 

There ire :■ I sl> apctu; Tdugu works from tins reign 
which are ugain said to be on a tower Icvd than | He 
workiof the Niy aka period. Till recently, Ihe rulers had 
been Telupu hr nee the prominence of Telugu poets even 
in the Maraiha 0 gur|, ^(jAurerr'a Vtlasa itoifoia credits 
Shahji wiih the defeat of the Muhammadans, capture of 
Madura and cohvurat of nil countries on the wav In 
Benares with the aid of his brothers. The Iasi is mere 
rh adomon tad e, and, unlike Ms :i in a la's or I he Red Cher&'s 
expedition, was perhaps a mere pilgrimage, if at all 
there is any truth in the sLaleraent. f't'aAau .>rj hfirtrj-n 
Fiiasom is a tamil i.ootha in Telu.ru script. By Ibis time, 
there waa a miitture of about hve language* in ihe court, 
Sanskrit works of a high order were produced in 
]arj(t numbers during the age Dhar- 

makyia has been repeated] y mentioned before 

It praises Shahji as great in all rap^ct*. A new 
interprets! ton li given (o fErjnjuy^nri by the author 
Tryambaka Raya Maklij. Ekuji brought him up and 
installed him a* the J/rtnln of hi* son Shahji. Tryam- 
baka, bfaraslmha, and BhARhavn-mtaraya were Ihe sons of 
Ganghadhara Makhii, Ihc Mantri of Ekoj;. The eldest 
Narasimhara ya Male hi, author oF Tripura VijtiyM chnmpa, 
was also minister of Ekoji. Tryambaka continued, a a 
minister under Sara bhofi, the successor of Shahji. With 
the help of Shahji, Tryambalta performed a yu jup on a 
1 Tunjor* li'a. cat. of tim.il ja$s. Vo|. j 
Wu I chi 3 GniWafir rtalftmnr Of BkOjlTs rmpn 
vol. r — K q- — 'f'/rragarfrja ff^navaiur ufShahJii reign. 

Mu. . 14 .; — Ta^iainayjgam JV Jr a: 'tumium „ 

Mb. Ur — [ r rfnrjj 4 c:u .l/iiO'1.1 Jror - oaifjagnr IF 

T’™0. 4&H ChojcLl'^ A um^Q4pn;i f Tfriflna 

M’n. t® j -.V/irityanafiilfsit-am cU'Uiur ir-i{ In L-Lir.;j.i in prabr 

Of Sarahbejt 1 , 




